
 

 

 
 
Minutes of the MAYOR’S COMMISSION ON DISABILITY CONCERNS held on 
Thursday, April 6, 2015, 6:30 P.M. at the Tempe Public Library, 3500 S. Rural 
road, 2nd Floor Boardroom, Tempe, Arizona, 85282. 
 
MEMBERS Present: MEMBERS Absent:  
 
Vice Chair Irene Mochel  Chair Robert Kizere, Excused  
Diane Moran  Ben Campbell, Excused 
Martha Ashburn Rachel Phillips, Excused 
Paul Bennewitz  
Sarah Kader  
Tom Ringhofer  
   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Guests Present:  
 
Jeff Oats  
 
Diversity Staff Present:   
 
Michele Stokes, ADA Compliance Specialist  
 
 

  

Minutes 
Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns 

April 6, 2015 
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Vice Chair Mochel called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M.  
 
Public Appearances 
 
No members of the public were present to speak. 
  
Agenda Item 1 - Consideration of Minutes:  MCDC – March 5, 2015 Minutes  
 
The March 5, 2015 MCDC Minutes were APPROVED, with amendment to reflect 
when commissioners were present, if late, and correction of page numbers. 
Motion: Commissioner Paul Bennewitz. Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Tom Ringhofer.  Motion carried.   
 
 
Agenda Item 2 – 2015 Disabiliy Awards – Vice Chair Irene Mochel  
 
The 2015 Disability Awards will be held on May 6, 2015 at 3:00-5:30 at the Tempe 
History Museum. Changes from last year will include: Elimination of nametags and 
provision of boutonnieres’ for the award winners and VIP’s. Only winners, 
volunteers and VIP’s will need to check in, this will eliminate the nametag 
bottleneck at the entrance and facilitate ease of seating.  
 
A summary of the current status of applications and donations was provided in the 
materials: Donations and In-kind sponsorship: $1,400 in donations was 
received.  Commissioner Ashburn delivered an additional $100 donation during 
the meeting from a business, bringing the total financial donations from sponsors 
to $1,500.   Additionally, sponsors of in-kind services include RigaTony’s and 
Bobby’s Flowers as well as student scholarships provided through the Tempe 
Diablos via Tempe Community Council.  
 
Nominations: 26 nominations were received of which 24 were valid. All 10 
categories received nominations.  Given that this was the first year that the 
Diversity Department is organizing the event and the expansion of scope to all 
schools in Tempe and the Tempe Union High School District. The nomination 
numbers are sufficient. 
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Vice Chair Irene Mochel requested commissioners to bring reliable volunteers 
that could work assignments if feasible. Vice Chair Irene Mochel thanked 
commissioners who have agreed to serve as volunteers on the day of the event: 
Commissioners Paul Bennewitz, Tom Ringhofer and Ben Campbell. If anyone 
else is interested in volunteering, please call Vice Chair Irene Mochel.  We need 
to make sure volunteer positions are filled to ensure a smooth event and that the 
presenters have what they need. Commissioner Paul Bennewitz requested 
information on what position he would serve. He will be the “Caterer Valet” to work 
with the caterer to ensure they have what is needed.  
 
Vice Chair Irene Mochel indicated that we still need to incorporate the 25th 
Anniversary of the ADA in some way. Staff will research what might be feasible. 
 
Staff requested any information about the history of the commission or anything of 
value regarding Tempe to include in dot points for speakers.  Vice Chair Irene 
Mochel said that it was important to mention that Tempe’s ADA Compliance 
Specialist position was one of the first in the state. Commissioner Paul 
Bennewitz said that Linda Spears may have information on a work group that was 
of value in the past, and Vice Chair Irene Mochel said that Rich Nolan may also 
have information.  Commissioner Paul Bennewitz recommended that any 
information on ADA progress should be included as dot points also.  
 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Tempe Public Restrooms by Chair Robert Kizere 
 
Vice Chair Irene Mochel deferred this item as Chair Kizere is not present.  
Staff indicated that she would check with the director and others regarding status.  
 
 
Agenda Item 4 – White Cane Day by Vice-Chair Mochel  
 
A summary of the meeting notes from the meeting on March 24th was provided to 
Commissioners. The White Cane Safety Day date has been moved to correspond 
with the National White Cane Safety Day celebration on October 15, 2015. 
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The event will be an information event tentatively to be scheduled at the Pyle 
Center. Commissioner Tom Ringhofer said that Jackie Olson should be 
contacted to see if she would be interested in participating.  
 
The next committee meeting will be just prior to the Disability Awards Committee 
meeting on April 15 at the City Hall 2nd floor Conference Room about a half hour 
before the Disability Awards meeting.  People need to be educated; I thought 
everyone knew about the purpose of the white cane but we have found that many 
do not. We are open for suggestions. The committee is not a sub-committee of the 
commission so we can receive participation of citizens or volunteers from other 
agencies and organizations.  
 
We want to provide information on guide dogs and provide an opportunity for 
technology manufacturers.  A suggestion was made: What about calling it: Canes 
and Dogs and App’s, O’ my!  We are open for all suggestions as to the event, 
please attend the meeting if you can.  
 
 
Approved ADA Brochure – Rober Kizere 
 
There was an error in the title of this item. It is to address the Tempe Access 
Brochure not an approved ADA Brochure. Discussion was held on status of the 
Tempe Access brochure update.   Staff reported that a meeting will be held next 
week with IT Department to discuss follow up on whether City access information 
can be simplified and put online, as in an app.  The challenge is to see if we can 
create an App to pull up information or if it has to be on the city website.  We can 
get the City’s updated information to include, but hotel and restaurant information 
is hard to obtain.  
 
We also want to include information on accessible housing if possible. A meeting 
will be held in a couple weeks with Housing Department. And Staff hopes to ask 
Commissioners and others to help obtain information regarding accessible 
multifamily housing (apartments).  
 
Commissioner Martha Ashburn requested we check with Risk Management 
before asking Commissioners to possibly go out to check on accessibility of 
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apartments, in case they get hurt so no one can sue the city. At this time 
information is being requested on apartment names and contact information.   
 
There are some links that provide information about apartments which exist but the 
standard of accessibility varies.  Commissioner Paul Bennewitz said there are 
volunteers who do all kinds of things and why would there be a problem with 
commissioners volunteering? Staff will confer with Risk Management on volunteer 
safety/liability and with Law Department on city’s liability regarding third party suits, 
to share at the next meeting.  
 
 Additionally to address the hotels and restaurants, staff contacted Brett of 
www.BrettApproved.com  several months ago to explore using this site since it is 
well developed.   It’s has a “Yelp” model, and customers review and comment on 
the accessibility. When we look at the app, it is easy to use. The city cannot 
develop something which is that well designed with current resources and staff. 
 
Commissioner Martha Ashburn indicated that she would prefer Tempe not use 
an external site which may run into liability issues like Yelp has, as they are being 
sued, from those who received negative reviews.  Vice Chair Irene Mochel 
indicated that the commissioners all went around to the restaurants and hotels to 
gather the information for the 2009 Tempe Access and it was a tremendous 
amount of work.  
 
Commissioner Paul Bennewitz requested that the Access Tempe information 
should include non-profits in Tempe who serve people with disabilities in any 
capacity. It could also include those businesses recognized by the Disability 
Awards, like last year’s Apache ASL Trails, and perhaps they could be approached 
to help in some way, as well.  
 
Commissioner Martha Ashburn requested staff to check with Risk Management 
and the Law department to see if there are risks to the city regarding volunteers.  
 
Vice Chair Irene Mochel concurred that Tempe should have the control over what 
they use and the concerns with a private site and we would rather that Tempe 
have control over what Tempe does, not a third party site. This should also be in 
the agenda next month as Access Tempe Update.  

http://www.brettapproved.com/
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Commissioner Paul Bennewitz asked that Staff check with the Chamber of 
Commerce and that we ask them to come to a meeting to discuss, as they were 
helpful in 2009. Vice Chair Irene Mochel said they were excited back then, and 
perhaps have some information that would help us. Commissioner Sarah Kader 
said the document should include things that are useful to the community. If it isn’t 
helpful it isn’t useful.  
 
  
Agenda Item 6 – Tempe ADA Transition Plan by Commissioner Bennewitz  
 
Commissioner Paul Bennewitz reported that the agreement is still being 
negotiated. The proposal is being negotiated by the City to include nine parks due 
to advocacy efforts on behalf of neighborhood associations and also include the 
right of way accessibility at the north side of the Tempe Lake.  It is moving slowly 
but that is to be expected. It is good to see that city staff has more ideas to add to 
the agreement based on the community meetings that are occurring about the 
parks. 
 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Commissioner and Staff’s Announcements 
 
Commissioner Paul Bennewitz requested that an item be on next month’s 
agenda to discuss the ruling from the chair regarding commissioners who might be 
late to the meetings.  I think the chair was out of line. Roberts rules of order state 
that the person should be identified from that point on.  The item should be titled: 
Commissioner Attendance to address the email the Chair sent out saying that if 
you are late you will not be counted regarding votes and whether the Commission 
is following open meeting laws or other standard.   
 
Commissioner Sarah Kader said she would appreciate answers to these 
questions:  1. Can an attendance rule saying if you are late you are not considered 
present – be created at all?  2. Is there a city rule on commissioner lateness in the 
bylaws or in the city?  3. Can the Chairperson unilaterally create a rule via email 
that hasn’t been voted on by the commission?  
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Commissioner Sarah Kader requested a list of Commissioner’s terms be 
provided prior to the next meeting.  
 
Staff indicated that there are various events that are coming up and flyers are in 
the packet and on the table. There is an AzSILC youth leadership opportunity and 
application in your packet. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  
 
Prepared by: Michele Stokes  
 
Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti 
 
__________________________________ 
Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director 


